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FOR THE MONITOR. 


THOUGHTS ON THE MORAL LAW. 


Tue Moral Law isa law of Jekovah. Most of its 
precepts are printed on the open leaves cf the bLock of 
pature. They are engraven as with the point of adia- 
mond, on the hearts of intelligent creatuies. ‘This book 
of nature, being disregarded by the fallen angels, has 
doomed them forever to deplore their violations «i its 
principles. As the inhabitants of the ancient world 
would not attentively peruse it, their moral sense became 
exceedingly corrupt, and allowed them to cemmit the 
most attrocious Crimes, Superstition, and gross impiety 
reigned triumphantly among them. Even their best 
nen, though Heathen moralists and philosophers, were 
suity of idolatry; and by all their moral exertion, only 
* glanced a thought half way to God.” 

In this period of unutterable wretcledness, God made 
a revelation. He made it amidst those thunders, 
which shook mount Sinai; and spoke the awful great- 
ness of the Lawgiver. Never had there before been a 
scene of such sublimity—a scene only to be compared 
with that, when the trumpet ot Jehovah shali blow a 
final blast, wake slumbering nations, and bring to judg- 
ment all the myriads of intelligent ereatures! Struck 
with its awful grandeur, the trembling hosts of Israel 
fled. 'To Moses, who was enabled to draw near and 
ascend the mount, and see a glimpse of his majesty and 
glory, God gave the deealogue. 

In this is contained the essence of the moral law—or 
law of infinite excellence. How strange, how unaceount- 
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able itis that mankind should disregard its injunetiens, 
while they highly esteem those laws by which flourish 
ing nations are governed! The most admirable haman 
laws, which are not founded on the moral jaw, are com- 
paratively unworthy our notice; and even those, which 
have this law for their foundation, almost sink into in- 
significance before if. As the vapour of morning, eman- 
ating from the earth, becomes less and less visible while 
the warmth of the sun inereases, tili finally vanishing, 
it leaves the scenery of nature alone to charm the eye: 
so the noblest human laws, emanating from the moral 
law, appear less and less excellent the more they are 
eompared with it, till finally vanishing from the mind, 
they leave this law, in all its beauty, as the sole object 
of contemplation. The laws of many nations are so vo- 
luminous that the most persevering student can have but 
a partial knowledge of them. ‘That it requires the la- 
bour of an aetive life to read only the statute laws of 
Great Britain, (net to mention the common laws.) Is a 
fact too obvious to need remark. So vastly more exten- 
sive, however, is the moral law than any human law, 
that were all its precepts recorded, “ this world would 
not contain the books which would be written.” It is 
connected with the new, as well as with the old dispen- 
sation. It is mingled with every precept in divine reve- 
lations and extends to every law of man, which is of 
material importance. Its extent is beyond description. 
‘The tenants of earth, the possessors of heaven, and the 
prisoners of despair, are bound to perform no action, 
which will infringe it. Ifevery planet in the solar sys- 
tem, and if a grand system including innumerable solar 
systems, is inhabited by rational creatures, all of them 
are governed by the moral law as strictly as the meanest 
childrenon earth. This law embraces their whole duty 
to God, to each other, anc to themselves. In short, it is 
the rule of God’s universal government. But, my read- 
ers, we need not despair of obtaining a thorough knowl- 
edge of it. Thovgh its extent is immense; simplicity, 
amidst endless variety, it one of its peculiar traits. Such 
is the simplicity of the moral law, that the lowest eapac- 
ity can easily comprehend it. “ The way-faring man, 
theugh a fool, need not err therein.”? ‘Though it in- 
cludes every conceivable moral action; its import 1s 
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comprised inone short sentence. “ Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy neighbour as 
thyself.” "hus the moral law is simply a law of love. 
Love is emphatically, the fulfilment of the law. While 
men possess this celestial affection, they can violate no 
command of God—no law of man, whieh promotes the 
goo of society. ; ; 

What ean be a stronger proof of God’s existence and 
perfections ? A law like this must imply not only the 
existence, but the infinite power, wisdom, and goodness, 
of the Law-giver, for every effect must have an adequate 
cause. ‘Though the perfections of God are visible in ev- 
ery erawling atom, in every twinkling star, in every ob- 
jeet of sense, and every operation of the mind; they are 
more clearly seen in his law than in any other object. 
The moral law is a perfect transcript of his character ; 
and every man, (who has a conscience,) has a eopy of it. 
Since then, this law may be easily comprehended, by all 
intelligent creatures—sinee it consists in love to God and 
love to man—aud since it is the result of infinite wisdom, 
and goodness; are not its precepts holy; its penalties 
just ; and its ends good P As the infinite perfections of 
God are often proved by other arguments than that just 
mentioned, it follows from a priori reasoning, that this 
law is absolutely perfect. Besides, the precepts of this 
law require the dest moral character. The penaities of 
it are endiess torments. The ends are, the glory of God, 
and the greatest possible happiness of all intelligent 
creatures. Infinite joys forever swell the hearts of 
those, who obey this salutary law. All the wretehed- 
ness in the intelligent universe is owing to the violations 
of it. Rebellious angels, and rebellious men have 
spread “ the worst of all diseases.” “They have poison- 
ed heaven and earth. What punishment is not too light 
for their crime? Since they have desigued and endeav- 
oured to accomplish nothing short of the destruction of 
universal happiness! Is not endless woe the natural cen- 
sequence of such enormity P Who then can plead for the 
perpetrators of it ? Has there ever been, or can there be, 
a heing so compassionate asto give his own life to save 
them ? Reason revolts at the thought! Reason, as well 
as divine revelation, exelaims, * Cursed are ail, who 
will not keep the moral law; and heaven and earth 
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shall sooner pass away, than one jot or ti(tle of it shall 
fail. Then let us love and live: for the soul that sin- 
neth shall die. 








ANALOGIES BETWEEN THE KINGDOMS OF NATURE 
AND OF GRACE. 


ESSAY No. VIII. 


‘The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh nor whither it 
goeth : soisevery one that is born of the Spirit. 

JESUS CHRIST. 


REGENERATION ts a Cardinal doctrine in Scriptural 
Theology. It has been believed by the truly pious in 
every age. This doctrine was inculcated in the promise 
made to Israel in the wilderness, ** And the Lord thy 
God will eireumeise thine beart and the heari of thy 
seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart and 
with all thy soul that thou mayest live. Ata later pe- 
riod, a similar promise was made through the prophet 
Ezekiel. * A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will l put within you, and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart 
of flesh. And Twill put my Spirit within you, and 
cause you te walk in my statutes, and ye shall nen my 
judgments and do them.” Many other passages in the 
Old Testament distinetly teach the doctrine of regenera- 
tion. Well might our Lord, therefore interrogate Nico- 
demus, “ Art thou a master in Israel and knowest not 
these things ??? The leading object in the conference of 
which our motto is a part, was to revive, explain, and 
enforee, a doctrine of such primary importance. After 
Christ had taught the nature and necessity of regenera- 
tion, and attributed it exelusively to the agency of the 
Holy Spirit, he proceeded to illustrate the supernatural 
operations of Divine influence, by comparing them to 
the wind and its effeets. ‘* The wind bloweth where it 
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, bat canst not 
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tell whence it cometh or whither it goeth ; so is ever 
one that is born of the Spirit.” Sinee Infinite Wisdom 
has compared the awakening, regenerating, sanctifying, 
comforting, and sealing sheds of the Spirit with the 
wind, we may be sure there is an important analogy be- 
tween them. Let us traee this analogy in several par- 
ticulars. Both the Spirit and the wind are INVISIBLE 3 
they are UNORIGINATED and UNCONTROLED by man 3; 
their partien lar direction incaleulable beforehand ; .—the 
devrees in which their power is felt and manifested, are 
variable ¢ and their general influenee is highly salutary. 
First; The wied and the Spirit are both INVISIBLE, 
That eh, eye cannot discern that motion of the air which 
we denominate wind, is a well-known fact. Yet the re- 
ality of its existence is never doubted on the account of 
its invisibility. Sounds are invisible, but their existence 
unquestionable. The same might be said of the sensa- 
tious of pleasure and pain. We know that there are va- 
rious effects produced around and upon us, which can be 
satisfactorily traced to no other cause but the wind, 
Hence we unhesitatingly attribute them to it. 
So the Holy Spirit i is invisible. But to deny his ex- 
istenee, his presence, or his ageney, in the moral world 
on the aceount of his invisibility, would be as absurd as 
to deny the existence of wind in the natural world. His 
influenee, ts extensively felt and clearly manifested in the 
kingdom of grace. Abundant evidence of this might be 
adduced hot from fasts and from Se syipture, Observa- 
lion and experience, furnish us with numberless faets to 
prove that men are awakened, sanctified, and comforted, 
m ways whieh ean be satisfactorily traced to no othér 
source than the operations of the Divine Spirit. Aad 
tie Bible plainty ‘attribt utes to Him all the cennuine econ- 
vesies of sin, all the holy alfeetions, and spiritual eon- 
solations possessed one earth. “All these worketh that one 
ant the self-same Spirit. dividing to every man seye- 
rally as he will.” This leads us 
Srcoxpbty: To observe that both the wind and the 
Spirit are UNORIGINATED and UNCONTROLARLE b y oan, 
if w ould be absurd and impions in any man to pretend he 
could raise or eontrol the wind. "This is the work of the 
Abaighty alone.“ He eauseth his wind to blow.? “ He 


Commandeth and raiseth the stormy wind.’? ‘Do the dis- 
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ciples of Christ it was an attestation of his real divinity 
when they saw the winds and the waves obey him. It 
is God * who bringeth the wind out of his treasures,” 
and eauseth it to blow when and where; in such diree- 
tion and with such degrees of foree as he pleases. In 
this he acts as a sovereign in the natural world. But he 
dovs no injustice to any in this respect. With him also 
is the residue of the Spirit. Though fallen man often 
opposes, resists and grieves the Holy Spirit, no man has 
power to cause his sacred influences to be felt by himself 
or by others. It is the prerogative of God, to dispense 
the awakening, renovating and comforting influences of 
his Spirit aeceording to the dictates of infinite wisdom 
and love. He dispenses them to whom and at sueh times 
as he sees fit. He causes them to accompany such means, 
and pours them out on such places and in such measures 
as he pleases. In all this he exercises a holy sovereignty 
doing injustice to none of his creatures. He may direct 
to certain means, in connexion with which it may please 
him to bestow his Spirit, to produee effects which the 
means in themselves had no power to produce. When 
Ezekiel prophesied in the valley of dry bones to the four 
winds of heaven to breathe life into dead bodies, the 
prophet’s words had no effieacy to produce the wind and 
its elfeets. Yet it pleased God to accompany his words 
with the designed effeets. So when Ged commissions 
his ministers to prophesy over those * dead in trespasses 
and sins,” he often, by his Spirit communicates divine 
life to souls, but ina way which proves the excellency of 
the power to be exclusively of him. Regenerated souls 
are in Seripture said to be * horn not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, uor of the will of man but of God.” 
While he dispenses copious measures of his Spirit on 
some plaees and on some individuals, aad passes by oth- 
ers, he does no injustice, for what place or what indivic- 
ual has elaims on Jehovah for so distinguished a bles- 
sing? The sovereignty of his grace affords no move just 
eause of complaint than the sovereignty of his providence. 
“Phe winl bloweth where it listeth, and thou hgarest 
the souad thereof, Unt canst not tell whence it cometh nor 
whither it goeth ; so isevery one that is boro of the Spi- 
rit.” ‘This suzsests another coineidence 
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Turrpiy ; The particular point in the compass from 
which the wind will blow is inealeulable beforehand. 
he same is true of the precise quarter from which the 
operations of the Spirit will first be manitested. Con- 
jectures may be formed respecting the direction in which 
the wind will blow in agiven place and at a given time ; 
but it is still uncertain. It more frequently blows from 
some points, than from others, but this constitutes no 
eround of assurance that at a particular future time it 
will blow from any one of those points. So it is with 
the influences of the Spirit. Nove ean determine in 
what places, with what classes or individuals, under 
what circumstances, whether of prosperity or of adver- 
sity, whether in reading the word of God, hearing it 
preached, or in connexion with what particular medi- 
tations the influences of the Holy Spirit will be mani- 
festly operative. Though they may more frequently 
than otherwise be discovered among the afflicted, among 
the attentive hearers of-a preached gospel, and among 
the young ; yet we cannot therefore determine that this 
will ke the ease in his future operations en particular 
persons. ‘They may be manifested in connexions and 
circumstances exceedingly various and diversified. The 
previous moral condition of places particularly visited 
with the influences of the Uoly Spirit, are diversified. 
Among persons awakened and honefully eonverted by 
the Spirit, some were in prosperity, others in adversity ; 
alarge proportion have been from among the young, 
some from among those more advaneed in life ; a part 
of them in connexion with certain means of grace,—the 
others iu connexion with different means of grace. 
Both Seripture and observation, teach us to expeet, that 
the influences of the wind and of the Spirit will be felt 
tothe end of time. But when, or where, by whom and 
under what cireumstances, canvot certainly be determin- 
ed beforehand. Certain things may indicate wind and 
from a partienlar direction, but not infallibly. There 
are indications of the influence of the Spirit’s being felt, 
and in connexion with particular providences or means 
of graee, but these teacl: nothing with absolate eertainty. 
It would he presumption in any ene to say that a person 
who attended all the outward means of grace, but with- 
out any holy affections, would certainly feel the opera- 
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tions of the Holy Spirit, though there is mare re eason to 
hope in his ease e that God may honour the means of grage 
and saving siy arrest his attention, than in the ease “Ty 
negleeter of means. Indeed, those wis negleet all the 
means of grace, have no evidence that they shall ever feel 
the sanctifyiug or awakening influences of the Spirit. 
Yet he who eauseth the wind to blow where he listeth, 
may arrest the attention ef the most negligent, and by 
his 8 Spirit efeetually impel them in the Rvs anof the 
means of grace an subse queatly in paths of holiness, 
When the wind actually blows , then the attentive ob- 
servers can ascertain its direefi: omy and ifs eomparative 
power: so when the operations of the Holy Snirit are 
felt, then the discriminating, may perhaps be able to de- 
termine with some measure of confidence, where they 
seemed to commence, and in what manner they are felt. 
Bat this leads us | 
Fourtiuty: Uo observe that the degrees in which the 
power both of the wind and Spirit, is fe it and manifested 
are variable, Sometimes the wind is high and power- 
ful> Elijah witnessed a great and strong wind which 
rent the nanan and beak c@ In pieces the “rocks. Great 
and sudden revivals of religion have sometimes exhibited 
the energies of the Spirit analogous to the vislent wind, 
Ga the ever memorable day of Pontocas t, the disciples of 
shrist being esnvened for prayer, suddenly there eame : 
sound from 4 ipayen as ofa rushing smighty wind, and they 
were - filled with the Holy ‘Ghost. Thousands of 
awakened and renovated sinners, could attest the reality 
an power of the Holy Spirit’s ageney ou that day. In 
Jater ages of the Church, scenes which were in some 
measure like these have bean witnessed. We would not 
bs understood thal every great agitation on the subject of 
religion, resembles the day of Pentecost, or gives any 
evidence 2 of the ffaly Spirit's Sraeious proernny but 
where frequent convictions of sin, a cordial aezentanee of 
the terms of the Gosoe!, with eorrespondin: ce fruits of holi- 
ness, have been manifested by great numbers, i im any 
piace at nearly the same e riod, there the operations af 
the _— ara anviosons to the por werful wiz iad. ‘Phese 
things are distinguish: ‘able » from zeal without knowledge 3 
strons sympathies; transient flows of the p ASSIONsS OF nets 
vous alfectio: a5 5 thou gh they may exist in the same places 
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at the same time, yet the latter constitute no part of the 
evidence that the Spirit’s ageney is felt. Because other 
things in nature may communicate sudden and powerful 
impulses to material bodies, we may not eonelude that the 
wind is never quiek and powerful in its operations. The 
grand inquiry respecting the agency of the Spirit in any 
place, and at any time, is, what is the nature of those ef- 
fects attributed to the Spirit of God in his word, and 
what evidenee have we of their existenee in the ease be- 
fore us ? If his fruits ean be clearly traeed, his opera- 
tions must be cheerfully acknowledged, however power- 
ful or sudden they may appear. ‘Phe Spirit sometimes 
operates very powerfully on the individual. Strong and 
deep conviction of the evil of sin, and of his own crimson 
guilt prove almost overwhelming. ‘Fhe Holy Ghost dis- 
clases to view the chambers of imagery in the heart, 
where in one great abominations are disenvered, in a 
second greater inoral abominations, and in a third greater 
still. Thus the man may, perhaps, suddenly abhor him- 
self and repent as in dust andashes. Religious comfort 
is likewise peculiarly strong at some times through the 
operations of the Spirit. A flood of heavenly consola- 
tion may rush before the soul. in view of the Divine glo- 
ry,—the beauty of holiness,—the present security of 
Christ’s Chureh,—and her future triumphs. Doubtless 
some of our readers can from their own experience, at-. 
test the truth of this representation. After all, the ope- 
rations of the Divine Spirit are more commonly like the 
gentle gale. ‘This is much more frequent in the natural 
world than the mighty wind. Ifthe effeets are not so 
sudden and observable, they are not the Jess real and in- 
fluential. [tis the steady gale whieh securely wafts 
the wealth and power of nations across the mighty deep. 
It is this, whieh so frequently and extensively refreshes 
the habitable globe. ‘hough it excites less terror and 
wonder than the violent wind. ifs effects are as certainly, 
and more extensively manifested. Thus it is in the re- 
ligious world. The gentle gales of heavenly influence 
waft more souls into the haven of eternal rest than any 
other. In gentle gales the Holy Spirit gradually arrests 
tlle aitention of sinners and fixes the’ arrows of con- 
Viclion in their hearts. Where his operations are re- 
sisted, he may be provoked to withdraw his awake ning; 
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influences, and suffer sinners to relapse into stupidity and 
perish in their sins. 

Here let us pause, and propound a few questions to 
the nneoneerned and impenitent.—Do you not live in a 
world where the effects of the wind have often attraeted 
your attention? But have you traced them to his seve- 
reign power who bringeth the wind out of his treasures ? 
And do you not also live in a eroral atmosphere where 
effects are discernable, whieh musi be traced to a Divine 
influence ? Have not your eyes seen, or your ears heard 
of sudden, powerful and perbaps extensive religious im- 
pressions. in which peu were constrained to acknowledge 
the mighty power of God? Have you not witnessed more 
of the gentler influences of the Spirit operating on oth- 
ers ? Have you not even ha: seasons yourselves in which 
convictions of sin and of the importance of rerigion have 
been sensibly felt ! O if you had cherished those serious 
impressions; courted those painful eanvictions, and ear- 
nestly implored the increased energies of the Spirit effee- 
tually to work in you to will and to do of his good pleas- 


ure, How different might your religious ¢ireumsiances 
have now been! 








SELECT BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 
LOT. 


Tor was the son of Haran, the elder brother of Abra- 
ham. In early life he was deprived of his parent, and 
leftan orphan. Who would not have condoled with his: 
destitute situation? Who would not have pitied a youth 
jeft to the kindness of a eruel and unfeeling world ? Who 
would not have sympathized with him as his tears flowed 
over the tomb of his father ? But how imperfeetly can 
we ide of the designs of Providence ; and how often 
do those cireumstanees which fill our eyes with tears, 
and our hearts with anguish, prove our choicest mereies ! 
‘Though Haran dies, Lot finds in Abraham more than 
his father could have been unto him. Had Haran lived, 
his son would have perhaps continued with him in Chal- 
dea; would have become infected with the prevalent 
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idolatry : would have grown up unaequainted with the 
true God; would have passed his life in impiety, and 
then descended to the regions of despair. But in merey 
to his son, Haran, by the providence of the Almighty, 
sinks into the grave; and Lotis admitted into the family 
and enjoys the affection and care of Abraham: the bene+ 
fit of his holy example, his pious instructions, and his 
constant intercession. ‘* His father and his mother,” 
pierced by the arrow of death * forsake him; but the 
Lord takes him up.”? Shall not this event corsole you 
who are mourning under the gloomy aspects of Divine 
Providence—who are crying out, hke Jacob, at the oe- 
currence of events unexpected by you, * All these things 
are against mer’? Remember in how many imstances 
light has sprung from the thickest darkness. Remem- 
ber that 

‘“* God moves in a mysterious way 

** Fis wonders to perform 5” 


And that 
“ Behind a frowning providence 
‘‘ He” often “ hides a smiling face.” 


Remember the anguish of Lot’s heart at his early he- 
reavement, and the subsequent blessings to him from this 
hereavement; and then bew to the dispensations of the 
Almighty, and submit to his disposals. Especially let 
these instructions be received by those who, like Lot, 
lave followed to the house of silence near and dear rela- 
tives or friends. Painful as have been these separations, 
yet if they are sanctified, you shall see, perhaps in this 
life, certainly in that which is to come, that they were 
the choicest mereies, and sent in covenant love. Gh! 
has not this been the experience of some who read this, 
Who by the death of parents, of children, of friends, have 
been made to raise their hearts from the creature, and el- 
evate them to the Creator,—have becn led inte the paths 
of gooduess and retigion ! 

When Abraham was called out of Chaldea, Lot, pro- 
bably affected by the same efficacious grace which indue- 
ed the patriarch to comply with the heavenly monition, 
undertook to accompany him in his long and cangerous 
pilgrimage, and committed himself with contidence to the 
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protection ofthe Lord. With Abraham he passed from 
place to place, witnessing his piety, and uniting with 
him in often rearing an altar to Jehovah, and pouring 
eut before him the tribute of gratitude and praise. No 
doubt his religious feelings were strengthened, aud his 
piety augmented by this intercourse with Abraham. Oh! 
what a privilege it is, like him, to have pious friends and 
relatives ! and with what solieitude should we profit by 
the advantages to be derived from an association with 
them. 

Lot continued with Abraham, a siranger and a so- 
journer in Canaan, and accompanying him in all his re- 
movals, attended him to Egypt, when the land of prom- 
ise was oppressed by famine. On their return, his prop- 
erty, as well as thai of the patriarch had greatly inereas- 
ed. But, alas! how often are large possessions the pa- 
rent of trouble and contention ! ‘Vhe harmony which had 
hitherto subsisted between Abraham and Lot would pro- 
bably have been interrupted, had not the patriarch ad- 
dressed him with a meekness, a gentlensss, and disinter- 
estedness, conformable to his character, reminded him 
that they were brethren, and urged him to choose any 
spot that he should prefer for his residence. Here we 
see the first indication of what appears to have been the 
besetting sin of Lot—he was covetous ; the augmentation 
of his property made him desirous to accumulate still 
more. He cast his eyes towards the plain of Sodom, 
and beholding its beauty and fertility, he there “ pitched 
his tent,” notwithstanding its inhabitants were infamous 
for their vices and impiety. He who had so generously 
forsaken his native country and his kindred, because they 
were devoted to idolatry, now froma sordid love of gain, 
unites himself to the vilest idolaters. From the hope of 
accumulating a little more wealth, he leaves the holy so- 
ciety of Abraham, to mingle with the wieked. Thus he 
plunged into temptation ; and in prosecuting his histery, 
we shall see what resrets, what disappointment, and an- 
guish he prepared for himself. 

—Readers, you blame, and you deservedly blame, 
these sentiments, and this conduct of Lot! But, ah! 
how many vg you are there who in blaming him eondemn 
yourselves ! This inordinate love of wealth, has seduced 
from the path of duty many thousands besides Lot; has 
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caused numerous professors to dishonour religion and to 
pierce their hearts through with many sorrows ; and has 
sunk myriads in eternal perdition. Shall we not then 
pause for a moment, and solemnly inquire whether we 
are not in danger from this crime. ‘This is the more ne- 
cessary, because, although there is no sin against which 
the Scriptures utter more awful or more frequent threai- 
enings, yet there is, at the same time, none under which 
the consciences of men are more easy, or in which they 
more frequently delude themselves. In most of the other 
gross violations of the law of God, men are constrained 
to acknowledge that they are guilty; but here how ma- 
ny evasions and subterfuges do they nse to conceal the 
truth from themselves. ‘his man supposes that he is 
not covetous, and that the threatenings against this 
crime do not concern him, because he is satisfied with 
what he has already attained and desires no more. As 
ifan inordinate attachment to riches, a preference of 
them to God, did not as much show the worldly spirit as 
adesire for more; as if he whom Christ deseribes as a 
miserable, foolish, worldling, had not said to himself, 
“ Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years ; 
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.”—This man 
supposes that he is not covetous, because he sometimes 
thinks of heaven, and is unwilling to sink into perdition 
when he can no longer keep the world, and because he 
sometimes prays, and gives alms, and observes the exte- 
riors of religion ; as if more than this had not been done 
by those very Pharisees, whum our Saviour himself re- 
proved as covetous. In order to decide whether we have 
this vice, we must ask, not merely whether we some- 
times think of heeaen, and do something for it—but 
where are we laying up our treasure? where are our 
hearts, our happiness, and our hopes? This man sup- 

poses that he is not covetous, because he is poor; as if 
he who wanted riches, might not by impatience, by dis- 

content, by inordinate desires, show as great a love to 

them, as he who is surrounded by wealth. But it would 

be endless to trace all the illusions of the human heart, 

Which is so ingenious to deceive itself. Let me then 

briefly show you the nature of this erime, and warn you 

against it. ‘Chose are esteemed by God to be covetous, 

aud inordiaately attached to riches, whose practice and 
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lives declare that they prefer worldly wealth before God 
and everlasting happiness ; who, in the language of the 
Scriptures, ** make not God their strength, but trust in 
the abundance of their riches ;”? who think of these riches 
more frequently, and with more delight than they do of 
Christ, aud grace, and heaven: who are more grieved 
at the thoughts of temporal want and poverty, than of 
sin, and God’s displeasure ; who, from the anxious pur- 
suit of wealth, neglect all serious duties, or attend to 
them with coldness and distraction ; who can be satisfied 
if their worldly affairs prosper, though their souls be un- 
sanctified and unpardoned ; who seek riches for their 
own sake, and not as (he means of benefitting others, and 
advancing their salvation. It is a crime which 
sometimes (as was the case with Lot) is found in 
a degree, in those who have laid up their treasure in 
heaven, and who prefer God and holiness to all the en- 
joyments of earth. But in them these remains of an in- 
ordinate attachment to riches are hated, lamented, resist- 
ed, and se far subdued, that they do not habitually pre- 
vail against the interests of God and salvation. ‘Vhis is 
a sin which calls fur bitter tears—which brings with it 
great sorrow—but which yet may be consistent with pi- 
ety. In others this sin is predominant. Instead of be- 
ing so alfeeted by a lively practical belief of the joys of 
heaven, as there to lay up their treasures, they esteem 
the riches of this world as the foundation of their fell- 
city, and consider themselves happy or miserable in pro- 
portion as these are augmented or diminished. ‘This is 
a state of mind utterly inconsistent with salvation. 
Professors of the religion of Jesus, are there any of 
you to whom any of these traits will apply ? Pause and 
consider your guilt and your folly. How inconsistently 
do you act with the holy vocation whereby you are call- 
ed; with your exalted hopes and your sublime destina- 
tion! Shall the heart which ought to leap by its medita- 
tions and desires, to the throne of God, and be employed 
as angels are, and taste the delights whieh archangels 
enjoy,—shall this heart eontentedly grovel in the dust? 
Were the eagle, instead of fixing his eye upon the sun, 
and soaring above the clouds, to come and crawl with the 
earth-worm, it weuld bea spectacle far less inconsistent. 
Whilst God is on your tongue, and the badge of Jesus 
worn by you, let not your heart be immersed in earth. 
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This anxious desire of accumulating riches may lead you 
to apostatize from God. Judas, Demetrius, Demas, a 
thousand other shrieking ghosts, elevate a warning voice 
to you from the infernal pit. Even if this awful effect 
be not produced, this temper wil] mar all your comforts 
and wither all your joys. An eclipse of the divine light 
may surely be expected when this earth gets between 
your soul ani the Sun of Righteousness. Have you ever 
enjoyed the presence of God, and had the emanations of 
his love flowing in upon your. soul, and his reconciled 
countenance manifested to you ? You then eannot but be 
affe.ted by this consideration ; for you have then felt in 
a day’s, an hour’s, converse with God, more than the 
world can ever bestow. Remember in what terms those 
Seriptures, which you profess to receive as the rule of 
your practice, speak of this sin. Let your heart quake 
within you, while you hear the apostle James denouncing 
it as spiritual adultery, and “ enmity with God,” and 
Paul proclaiming that it is cdolatry. Reflect. how much 
you harden sinners in their guilt by your worldly lives: 
and ean you bear to place a stumbling block in their way, 
over which they shall plunge in eternal despair? Re- 
member what agonies you are laying up in store for 
yourself—what woes you are preparing to besiege your 
hed of death—what store of self-reproach you are pro- 
viding for the hour of your disolution; After a worldly 
life, you eannot then expect the divine consolations; anid 
even if you should “ be saved as by fire,” you sonl will 
probably depart shuddering, trembling, doubtful of your 
future destiny. Be awakened then, believers, and, as 
you value you own felicity, or the interests of religion, 
acquire’ a greater indifference to the obdjeets of earth ; 
strive to get the world more out of your heart, and to 
trample it beneath your feet. 

The importance of this subject will be a sufficient 
apology to my readers, if | have too long detained them 
from the history which we are considering. Lot, then, 
animated by eovetous desires unworthy of his character, 
removed to the plain of Sodem. Were his hopes there 
answered F No: he had many causes of sorrow, and his 
expectations of gain were frustrated. While Abraham 
dwelt in holy peace and sacred tranquillity, enjoying the 
Visits of God and of his angels, the heart of Lot was pen 
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petually pained by the seenes of wickedness and impiety 
which he every where beheld. While the possessions 
of the patriarch daily inereased, and the blessing of God 
upon him made him rich, Lot was stripped in a moment 
of all his possessions, and himself taken captive. De- 
tivered by the courage of Abraham, he again retarned to 
the seat of wickedness ; and, at its destruction, again lost 
all his property, and eseaped only with his life. How 
often are men thus disappointed in their worldly expee- 
tations; And how miserable are those who have no other 
ground of eonfidenee ! | 

Ii is an honourable trait in the character of Lot, that, 
instead of partaking in the sins of Sodom, he openly re- 
proved them, and mourned for them. “ He was vexed,” 
says Bt. Peter, “ with the filthy conversation of the wick- 
ed: for that righteous man, dwelling among them, in 
seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to 
day with their unlawful deeds.” 

Whata reproof docs his conduct present to those who, 
when they are in the midst of profane seoffers, blush to 
vrofess their attachment to the Redeemer; to those, who, 
instead of faithfully reproving those vices that are sanc- 
tionet hy custom, basely connive at them: to those who 
satisfy themselves by living as the world does, and quiet 
their conseience by the consideration that they go with 
the multitude. Had Lot thus acted, he would not have 
escaped the infeetion of guilt, and would have perished 
with the inhabitants of Sodom. 

The iniquities of this and the neighbouring eities, were 
now full; and the patience and long-suffering of the 
Lord, which had so long been exercised towards them, 
were exhausted ; the ery of their sins had ascended to 
heaven and ealled fur vengeance; the day of merey was 
passed, and the divine indignation was just ready to 
burst on these devoted places. To save Lot and his 
family, the Lord miraculously interposed. The same 
angels who were the messengers of vengeance upon the 
guilty, warned him of the coming judgment, and urged 
him instantly to flee from it. He hastened to warn his 
sons-in-law of their danger. But hardened in guilt, 
they mocked him as a fool and a madman. Lamenting 
iheir obstinacy, weeping over their rnin, and at the im- 
pen ling destruction of so many relatives and acquaint- 
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ance, Lot still lingers. The angels, by a gentle econ- 
straint, draw him trom the city, and bid him, without 
casting a look behind him, to fiee to the mountains. At 
his supplications, he is permitted to enter Zoar, a small 
neighbouring eity ; and its inhabitants, who would oth- 
erwise have been involved in the common ruin, are spar- 
ed at his request. So true is it that * the effectual fer- 
vent prayer of the righteous availeth much.” ‘This de- 
liverance of Lot is improved by Peter for the consolation 
of believers. * The Lord knoweth how to deliver the - 
godly out of temptations.” However perilous and afflic- 
tive your situation may be, cast yourself upon his care, 
rely on his providence, and you shall not be disappointed, 
He who missioned his angels to pluck Lot out of Sodom, 
shall send these same heavenly ministers to guard and 
defend you. 

As soon as he was safely sheltered in Zoar, the work 
of desolation commenced. The inhabitants continued 
thoughtless and secure, deriding the vain fears and 
gloomy apprehensions of Lot.. “ ‘They did eat, they 
drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded. 
But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained 
fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them al}. 
Who will not tremble at beholding this eatastrophe, and 
acknowledge that the Lord is indeed **a consuming fire?” 
Say not that we are uninterested in this event. The 
tedeemer himself presents it as an emblem of the eare- 
lessness and stupidity of sinners; and his holy apostle 
tells us, that they were “set forth as anexample, suffer. 
ing the vengeance of eternal fire.” © 

But though Lot was delivered from destruction, yet 
still dearly was he punished for that covetous spirit 
which had led him to Sodom. is possessions were 
lost s his family had yielded to the temptations arcund 
them, and became a source of anguish to him; bis song: 
in-law and his wife had perished; and his daughters, 
who had been preserved for his sake, appear to have 
heen little ealeulated to give comfort to his declining 
years. After remaining for sometime in Zoar, terrified, 
perhaps, by the iniquity of the place, and fearing that it 
also would sink under the divine vengeance, he fled to 
the mountains, where, with his two daughters, he resided 
inacaye. Here he fell into the most horrid and unnatu- 
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ral sins, He who had stood firm against the seduetions 
of Sodom, whose integrity had not been shaken by the 
examples of the sinners around him, now grossly falls, 
while in solitude, and ina eave of the mountains. So 
incapable are external circumstances of preserving us 
from guili—so necessary is it at all times to watch over 
our deceitful hearts. He who had been so specially pro- 
tected by God, forgets his obligations and vows, and out. 
rages his Benefactor. Lord, what is man! How neces. 
sary is it “for him whe standeth to take heed lest he 
fall !’? How necessary for us, even if we have long and 
successfully resisted the seductions to guilt, still to dis- 
trast ourselves, and never to let down our watch. 

After this period, we hear nothing more of Lot. The 
fast event related of him is an awful blot upon his char- 
acter; and if he were recovered to repentance, no doubt 
his soul was wrung with grief; and sorrowfully spending 
the rest of his days, he at last sunk into the tomb. 

Happy will it be for us, if, learning wisdom from his 
conduet, and instructed by his falls, we be Jed by his his- 
tory to live nearer to the Lord, to rely upon his strength, 
to take him as our portion, and to seek from him a heart 
detached from the world, and not inordinately fixed upon. 
earthly riches. 


Ee 
SELECT SENTENCES. 


I Had rather be an open wicked man than a hypocrite ¢ 
but Thad rather be no man than either of them. 

An indisereet good action is little better than a disereet 
mischief. For in the latter the doer wrongs only the 
man who suffers by it, in the former, the wrong-is done 
to gooIness itself. 

When the mouth prayeth, man heareth; when the 
heart, God heareth. It is impossible but a conceited 
man must be a fool. For that overweening opinion he 
hath of himself, exelades all facility of acquiring know- 
ledge. 

Go, now, ye vain and idle worldlings, and please your- 
selves tn the large extent of your rich manors; or in the 
homage of those, whom baseness of mind hath made 
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slaves to your greatness; or in the price and fashions of 
your full wardrobe, or in the wanton varieties of your. 
delicate gardens ; or in your coffers, full of red and white 
earth; or if there be any. other earthly thing more allur-. 
ing, more precious, enjoy. it, possess it, and let it pos-. 
sess you :—Let me have only. my peaee,—ihat peace. 
which is the same, whether in hope or in glory, and. 
let me never want it till Il envy. you. 

As travellers in a foreign country make every sight a 
lesson, so ought we in this our pilgrimage. Thou seest 
the heavens rolling above thine head in a constant and 
unvaried motion; the stars, so overlooking one another 
that the greatest show little, the least greatest, all glo- 
rious; the air full of the misty rain. or the fleeces of 
snow, or driven forms of fiery. exhalations ; the sea, un- 
der one uniform face, full of strange and monstrous 
shapes beneath; the earth adorned with all its variety 
of plants and multitude of creatures, that fly above it, 
walk upon if, and live init—Thou idle truant! dost- 
thou learn nothing of so many masters? Hast thou so_ 
long read these capital letters in God’s great book, and 
eanst thou not yet spell one word of them? The brutes 
see the same things with as.clear, perhaps. better eyes. 
If thine inward eyes see not their use, as well as ‘thy. 
bodily eyes their shape, I know not which is. more rea-. 
seuable or less brutish. : 








FOR THE MONITOR... 


SERIOUS REFLECTIONS. 


As the bell was tolling its solemn monitions at bright: 
noon-day, my feelings chimed in “ with its deep-toned 
echoes, in the following reflections.— 

We cannet look upon the dying man with the same 
apathy of feeling with which we may regard other ehan- 
ges in the cireumstaneces. of individuals or nations.— 
Events surprizing in-their origin, und involving, it nvay 
be, the everlasting happiness or misery of a particular 
class of men,or the inhabitants of extensive eountries, 


are observed with easy indifference, because we may 
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providentially belong to other societies, or other sections 
ef country which happen to be seeure from their influ- 
ence. But death is surely not an event of this elass— 
we do not regard the dying person as one who is unfor- 
tunately or unavoidably going down to the tomb, from 
which we feel sure of eseapin». it cannot be—for in all 
his strugg'es between time and efernity we may see our- 
selves really expiring, before we feel death closing his 
iron gates upon us.—And while we look upon the 
lifeless dissolving form which we may have earessed and 
loved with our kindest affections, we may see ourselyes 
in the tomb while we are in firm possessicn of life. 

Why isthe grave, or why is the eternity beyond it, ei- 

ther the subject of dislike or of terror ? 

Life must be peculiarly desirable to that man whose 
wishes, whose hopes, whose eternity, are this side the 
tomb. Most surely such a man may think the world 
very confortable for an everlasting dwelling-place. Its 
sinful enjoyments may delight his soul, His treasures— 
his happiness—the very sonl of all his desires may be 
here. Suchaman,if there is sucha man in the world,— 
and we believe there are many such,—cean think of thie 
grave as his home, and eternity as his dwelling-place 
only with aversion and fearfulness. If he eannot banish 
the thoughts of dying, they are the demons which haunt 
his imagination and persecute his peace. In his faney 
the world of spirits is not involved in profound gloom and 
uneertainty only, but he also feels all the disconsolate- 
ness of foresight. 

But the very last moment must come, and what balm 
of eonsolation will then ealin his afflicted spirit >—and 
what constant friend will aid his exit to the world of 
shadows ? Will the splendor which wealth has thrown 
aroun him? Willthe praise and adiniration which he 
has successfully courted ¢ Will the glory of knowledge, 
whieh now sheds its beamless rays on the night of the 
tomb ? Will the hope that his memory will be cherished, 
and celebrated by all the world ?—that his tomb, like 
Virgil’s will be searched out by strangers, and approach 
ed with awe and saered reverence as the tomb of the 
great and the happy? and especially that his friends 
will visit it often, and linger around it, to pour out their 
sorrows freely and sweetly there ? 
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These are truly toys which amused him in the vigour 
and pride and splendour of life—they were all his eter- 
nity—all his heaven—but their value is now gone. In 
the pointed language of Dwight, written while reeover- 
ing from a severe sickness, “ they cannot restore him to 
besten cannot relieve him from pain—they can- 
not prolong his life—they can promise him no geod in 
the life to come. What now are all these things to him ? 
The gold of this world cannot now make him rich, nor 
its esteem honourable, nor its favour happy.” What 
must be done? The moment has now come which he has 
always turned from with all his might, and now more 
earnestly than ever. What can be done? The world, 
substantial as it once appeared, is now sliding rapidly 
away from under his feet, and he is already in the neigh- 
bourhood of the immaterial worid, It is true he is in 
possession of the vast inheritance of eternity, but he en- 
ters upon it with awful reluctance, for it is an eternity of 
despair and wretechedness—an inheritance which ean 
neither be resigned nor endured—it is an existence infi- 
nitely more dreadful than annihiJation. That person 
must expect to be afraid of death, and to be wretched 
when it approaches, who has uniformly wished to live 
always here and has provided no treasure in heaven. 

But there have been those—and we who are now read- 
ing this piece, and who must ourselves soon make the 
experiment, believe, no donbt, that there are eren now 
those who ean pass through the “dark valley of the 
shadow of death fearing no evil.” It has been said that 
the habitations of the dead are never visited by the liv- 
ing, but in a solemn, fearful contemplation, as if to 
converse with the spirits of the departed.—There the 
storm, as it sweeps along, assumesa more terrifie aspect 
—the bright noon-day appears dim and pale—the beauty 
and fragranee of the rose is passed, and disregarded— 
the very grass appears wild and cheerless—the taberna- 
cles of spirits lay there in ruins—death is sleeping on 
his throne, and his eaptives are silent around him. 

It may be so.—Yet in all this, the righteous man dis- 
Covers nothing cheerless and gloomy. He anticipates 
with joy unspeakable his entranee into the tomb, for his 
thoughts rest not there. His spirit will not hover friend- 
less and alone around the cold grave. Every disap- 
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ointment reminds him that his treasure is in heaven, 
very sin he commits, every pain his heart feels, calls 
fresh to his recollection, that there waits a heaven for 
the righteous, far from the tumults of this apostate earth, 
There shall they rest beneath the peaceful shades of 
Eden, where immortal amaranth blooms, fast by the tree 
of life”? And when he stands on the separation line be- 
tween the material and immaterial worlds, we may hear 
him, or perhaps we have heard him say, I am not afraid 
to die,—the grave is notgloomy. I feel not the ‘reluctant 
willingneas of necessity. ‘The portal of eternity is the 
gate of heaven. {have examived death in all its possi- 
ble forms and have submissively waited for it from m 
youth. This is death without its sting. Here I rest 
from all my labours,—no thoughts of envy, no dreams of 
treason, no jealousics or cares for kings, the state, or my- 
self, shall interrupt my easy sleep. I go to the place of 
my rest, where my heart, and my treasure, and my dear 
Saviour are,—there I shall be infinitely happy while 
eternity endures. C-b-e. 



























FOR THE MONITOR. 










TO MY EARLIEST FRIEND- 




















How dear to me is childhood’s hour, 
When oft we. stray’d by stream and bower, 
Resign’d to friendship’s soothing power, 
My friend. 

We knew not life. and knew no woe, 
Our hearts were like the summer’s bow, 
All warm and sunny in their glow, 

My friend. 





How fond we cherish’d the belief 
That in our petty cares and grief, 
We should from each obtain relief, 
My friend. 


And if thou hadst offended me, 

Or I had given offence to thee, 

Our hearts forsook their wonted glee, 

My triend 
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But ere the sun had half gone down, 
A smile would lurk behind the frown, 
And peace with joy our hearts would crown, 
My friend. 
And then our only strife would be 
Had I the first forgiven thee, 
Or thou ere that smiled peace on me, 
My friend. 










Oh these were halcyon:hours. They’re pass’d— 


«I knew,I1 knew they could not last” 
The scenes of life are changing fast, 
My friend. 





The busy world is all to you, 

And while its flatt’ries you pursue, 

Oh may its thorns not pierce you through, 
My triend. 





A choicer portion I have found 
Nor here, nor there, on earthly ground— 
A pearl—of price that knows no bound, 
My friend. 

Oh! would you feel how sweet to rest,$ 
When with life’s griefs and cares oppress’, 
Like John, upon tlie Saviour’s breast, 

My friend ; 
Or when revived by joy’s warm blaze, 
His hand to see, H1S name to praise, 
Who thus with goodness crowns your days, 

My friend ; 
Or could you know ‘ the joy of grief,’ 
That brings the contrite heart relief, 
W hen ’tis no more to mercy deaf, 

My friend ; 
Or raise your soul but once on high, 
And softly “ Abba Father” cry, 
Assured your sins are all pass’d by, 

My friend ; 


The world might court, with hollow smile, 
And woo you with its ev’ry wile, 
It would no more your heart beguile,' 

7 My friend. 
Of life I would not make you weary,} 
1 know to you its scenes look cheery,— 
But ah! one day they may be dreary, 

My friend. 

Its scenes, I said, are changing fast, 
I know, I know, they cannot last ; 
‘The days of joy may soon be pass’d, 
Mv friend. 
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And when you find some fond hope blighted, 
Or by the world you loved, are slighted, 
Or in affliction’s depths benighted, 

My friend,— 
Then come and tell me of your woe ; 
And sorrowing, seeking, learn to know, 
Where healing waters gently flow, 
My friend. 








FOR THE MONITOR, 


| 


EVILS IN THE READING COMMUNITY. 


Mr. Exitor,— 

Permit me through the medium of your publication, 
to indulge a few observations on the prevalent evils,which 
I consider the great instruments of frittering away the 
talents ‘of the highest geniuses of our country. The 
subsequent remarks are not particulariy applied to our 
own country because her situation alone admits of appli- 
cation, but, because my particular acquaintance and ob- 
servation of literary men, and their productions are 
limited by its bounds. 

It is obvieus to every person of discrimination, that 
our community consists of two classes. One the read, 
the other the illiterate. The former only are associated 
with the present reflections. With them originate every 
specimen of genius, and they only can appreciate admo- 
nition. ‘The sensibility of the true American has often 
been pained by the arrogance of supercilious Europe- 
ans, who not unfrequently infer a deficiency of mental 
capacity, from a want of standing memorials of our ge- 
nius, without the least allowance in consideration of the 
obstacles we have had to encounter, not only from pe- 
cuniary circumstances, but a numerous host of difficul- 
ties and disadvantages. But the decision of character, 
effects of native, intellectual energy displayed in our 
Revolution.and by many subsequent useful productions in 
every department of science, have wiped from our char- 
acter, this stigma, affixed by libelling, dogmatic pretend- 
ers. And 7 as general knowledge is diffused, and re- 
garded, and an easy competence prompts many to si5- 
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nalize themselves, certain it is that selid science seems 
not a little to dwindle with all its growing advantages. 
Superficial, or elegant reading and as some would prop- 
erly term it, light reauing, may be considered as a grand 
souree of this declension. How often the blasts of some 
wild imagination, sur the publie feeling, and consume 
the midnight oil, while whole sittings of men of scientific 
opportunities are but occupied with censorious, or enco- 
miastic observations on the style and scheme of some cel- 
ebrated novel. Even the instructors of youth, whose bu- 
siness imperiously demands that they inculcate lessons 
of usefulness, not unfrequentiy recommend these public 
contaminators of virtuous principles. While learned 
approbation is given to such writings, nearly all our 
productions will be proportionally trifling. Another 
sonree of the evil, pernicious by its ascendency, being 
cherished by all elasses, is the mere ephemeral eifusions 
of wit. ‘This may seem paradoxical, as it has ever been 
esteemed very proper to present energetic metives, by 
making concessions to flights of genius. And indeed it 
is so, to a degree, but uot without restraint and wateh- 
fulness: its influence has been baneful to our institutions. 
Observe the student whom Nature has favoured with 
every qualification but that of a mature judgment; he 
has a * lucky hit” in his piece; he presents it with all 
the display of pedantic ostentation ; discovers approba- 
lion in every eye, while the reiteration of a *‘ keen fel- 
Jow,” makes him feel that his powers are almost super- 
human. He repeats his endeavours, and finds repetition 
of success. it is enough. He is well aware, that his 
tutors deem his prospects flattering, and that he is eon- 
sidered a paragon by his acquaintance. His mind is too 
much engrossed in fledging his imagination, to think of 
cultivating solid science, and his brilliant scholarship 
terminates in mere jocular fluency, or afew wilty news- 
paper descants, and some half-aequired, half attended 
avoecation concludes the remainder of his life. This is 
too often the result, of (his vain induigence at first, as 
such trifles incapacitate the mind to determine what is 
truly worthy of attention, and so corrupts the taste as to 
mislead the judgment. But let those who have the guid- 
ance of our youth, teach them that nothing is honourable 
that is not useful, and at the same time present every 
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incentive to improve the intellectual powers by making 
advances in solid seience only, and most happy will be 
the consequences. The last obstacle to the temple of 
literary honours which shall be mentioned, is. an almost 
universal preposterous prostitution of their faculties to 
the mere spleen of the fair sex. ‘This charge may ap- 
pear simple and futile; butit is too true, that a multitude 
of those whose situation in our seminaries give them an 
opportunity to distinguish themselves, waste the morning 
of their life in the vapours of enamoured effeminacy. J 
would in no degree indulge bigoted notions, on particu- 
lar conditions of life, or inveigh against a custom which 
has received the sanction of Heaven, and on which social 
happiness depends. But every thivg requires suitable 
timed attention. It is indeed lamentable, to observe one, 
whom Nature has endued with the highest genius, and 
whese friends have given the most superior local advan- 
tages, forgetting himself, and becoming captivated by the 
tantalizing visions of connubial anticipations, in the 
midst of his scholastic career. His whole soul is absorb- 
ed in its momentous termination. Nota book, without 
the work offancy receives attention, these alone are eon- 
genial to his feelings and situation. No instruction is 
agreeable but some exhilarating information of his belov- 
ed. No emulous exertion, and vigorous efforts are made 
in literature; but fanciful disclosures of her duplicity 
and finesse turn to terror the visions of the night. Assi- 
duity is extinet. The classies are regarded only for their 
amorous fables. ‘The interest and correctness of her 
judgment find no parallel in the greatest profundity of 
philesophy. Botany and mineralogy are irksome, except 
when she wanders with him to obtain specimens: and 
through all his astronomical observations he discovers 
no luminary that twinkles with half the lustre, with the 
vivid sparkling of her lucid eye. In a word the incep- 
tien, and progression of his studies are wholly blended 
with imbecile languishment, and though cloaked with 
pretensions of scholastic brillianey, yet his ignorance is 
an impassable barrier to his distinction. 

These are some of those injurious practices, which 
have intruded upon the paths of literature; and may 
those who suffer their influence upon themselves, recol- 
Ject that there are some in a generous public, who, 
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though they hove a momentary admiration of the plau- 
sibility of fancy; smile at the sallies of wit; and feel 
the liveliest sensibility in participating the society of 
conjugal affection; yet despise the simple, devoted fa- 
natie to fietion, egotism, and love. But before the dis- 
mission of this subject, permit me tu dictate an antidote. 
It is an erroneous idea, that prevatent prejudices origiu- 
ate with the lower orders of a large community. In a 
country where general knowledge i is cherished as in this, 
they are ever origiiated and “maintained by the vota- 
ries of learning, and among them, instructors have the 
greatest ascendency. Then let them point the way with 
due diserimination. The mind is suseeptible of the most 
methodical discipline; capable of being inured to un- 
remitting assiduity, in the management of faets, anid 
examination of problematical truths. And instead of 
breathing so many sophistical whims in our institutions, 
our students will be collecting elegant and durable mate- 
rials, for some noble fabrie of civil, moral, or religious 
worth, whieh their erudition will harmonize and polish ; 
and their country escape the slanderous imputation of 
local weakness of intellect, while themselves will have 
ereeted a monument in the temple of fame, on which 
their names will be engraven in characters too impress- 
ive to be eradicated by time or prejudice. A HOMO. 





LETTER FROM ONE PARENT TO ANOTHER ON THE IM- 


PORTANCE OF UNION AND CO-OPERATION IN FAMILY 
GOVERNMENT. 


My Dear Mrs. 
Every thing relative to the education of children, is 
interesting toa Mother who feels her responsibility ; an: 
not one of those points upon which we conversed a little 
lime sineeis unimportant ; but unless I greatly misjudge, 
one of the most essential, i is thatof the entire co-opera- 
tion of opinion and action on the part of parents. Diffe- 
rent persons often entertain different views of character 
and the manner in whieh it should be formed, impreved, 
wud swayed; but surely those who aim at one result 
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the gool of their children, should ever act towards 
them, as from the impulse of one mind; else the efforts 
of both will be defeated, and the child be subject to nei- 
ther. I have oeeasionally witnessed very unhappy ef- 
feets, in the families of intelligent and religious people, 
arising from a want of union in the contro! of the chil- 
dren. Perhaps the father’s standard of obedience, good 
temper, and propriety, is high; but the mother continu- 
ally counteracts his authority, by, at least, a partial in- 
dulgenee of habits, feelings, and conduet, such as he dis- 
approves. She thus not only destroys the effect of his 
authority over the children, but ensures to herself that 
disubedience and disrespect, which will one day pierce 
her tothe heart. If the case be reversed, and the fa- 
ther counteracts the efforts of the mother, by approving, 
vr perhaps looking with indifference upon conduct which 
she forbids, in vain will she impart instruction, or com- 
— obedience : the one and the other will be alike un- 
seedor], 


Children are exceedingly discerning; and so ready 
are they to take advantage of any inequality in the gov- 
ernment of their parents, that even those whose co-oper- 
ation is most perfect, will have frequent occasion to 
guard against an appearance of disagreement, even when 
it does not actaally exist. 

To describe the evils arising from a difference of judg- 
ment and practice, in the exercise of parental authority, 
would fill a volume; indeed, they cannot be described or 
traced. The parents in this ease, have no right to an- 
ticipate any thing better in their children, than habitual 
self-will, ill-temper and perverseness, and a certain 
bluntness of the sensibilities and a hardness of heart 
which must ever arise from the unrestrained indulgence 
of bad passions, and which will prepare the child to be, 
in youth, and manhood, imperious, selfish, intolerant and 
Vicious. 

Instances are also frequent, in which the interference 
of relations threatens to destroy the fair edifice, which 
both parents are endeavouring with united patience, wis- 
dom. and assiduity to rear. The ill-judged tenderness 
of which this is the result, ean never be too much depre- 
eated ; and I conceive that no ties of relationship, how- 
ever strong, cau obligate the parents to make such a sat- 
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rifice, as the subordination and happiness of their chil- 
dren. It surely cannot be difficult, with respectful de- 
cision, to prohibit the interference of a grand-parent, in 
the regulation of a family of children; and I would ask 
if it is not proper, nay if the good of the children, and 
the happiness of the family, does not imperiously de- 
mand it. Iknow that filial affection revolts from sucha 
step, and perhaps too a latent correspondence of feeling 
weakens our resolution; but God, who witnesses our so- 
licitude, and earnest endeavours, and hears our prayers 
for the good of our children, will smile upon this sacri- 
fice of feeling, and give us our rewerd. 

This brings me toa part of the subject which I consider 
as infinitely important. I presume any mother is some- 
times pained with the conviction that all her efforts to- 
control and regulate her children, are not only inefficient, 
but absolutely powerless. Blessed be the Father of ev- 
ery mercy that there is no exigency nor perplexity in this. 
great work, in which we may not go to Elim to guide us 
through it. Tam convineed that if we go to our God 
each morning, expressly to implore his direction, and 
blessing, and the bestowment of all that gentleness, pa- 
tience, and decision upon ourselves, and all that mildness 
and teachableness upon our children which is necessary 
to our suecess, we should each evening have oceasion to 
vo to him again, and gratefully testify that he hears 
prayer, and is an abundant rewarder of all who diligently 
seck him. 

I presume that religions people generally feel it to be 
a duty to ask God’s blessing upon all their lawful em- 
ployments, and his assistance inthe performanee of all 
their duties ; but do they implere him, with an imporiu- 
nity which cannot be denied, for the grace they need in 
this most important employment, and most arduous duty 
of their lives ? 

My interest is strongly excited on this subject, and 
when I see a mother who is rearing a family,} almost 
Jook upon her as having the destiny of immortals en- 
trusted to her disposal,—and [ cannot but say within 
myself, “ how much piety, how much wisdom, how much 
patience does she need !” 

May our kind Benefaétor bestow these, and all needed 
blessings upon you and your unworthy friend. M. 
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LITERARY NOTICE, 


FOR THE MONITOR. 


LITERARY NOTICE. 


Memorrs or W. F. Durant.—We are glad of the 
opportunity to introduce our youthfnl readers to this eXx- 
eellent little volume. It has been lately published in 
this country from the second London edition, The book 
contains a most adinirable exemplification of the neces- 
sity and usefulness of early, parental instruction. It 
shows how early the human mind is capable of being 
brought to maturity. In reading this little work we 
cannot perceive that this noble youth possessed any un- 
common share of genius, but he had certainly attained at 
the time of his death to an uneommon precocity of intel- 
leet. And this seems to have been owing wholly, or al- 
most wholly to the influence of early instruction and per- 
sonal application. It affords very great encouragement 
to parents who are endeavouring to ‘induce their children 
to love learning and piety. ‘And it affords matter of 
equal encouragement to those youth, who are striving by 
their own personal efforts to make advancement in 
knowledge and religion. We confidently express the 
opinion that every parent, and youth would find it to 
their advantaze to put themselves in possession of the 
Memorrs of WitttaAM Frienp Durant. If our read- 
ers will not find themselves interested and instructed in 
the perusal, and study of this volume, we certainly have 
no vowerto inleea. We would gladly see such 5 hore 
wilely eireulated, and attentively read. They are the 
very hooks which will do good: and we believe there 
would be comparatively little demand for novels, and 
other pernicious works of fietion. among our youth if 
works of this nature eould be put into their hands. In- 
stead of findins so nany disposed to indulze in the dreams 
ofa will. aol distempered imagination, and in love with 

nothing het the bea ideal, we should find them relishing 
the charms and beauties of real life, and assiduously eul- 
tivating habits of usefuluess and improvement. 





































THE ECLIPSE. 


THE ECLIPSE. 


Mr. Monttor,—Occurrences on the even'ng of the twenty- 
~ second ultimo, gave rise to the following reflections, which 
are submitted to your disposal.. 


WHEN. 





* Twilight grey 
Had in her sover livery all things clad, 


my eyes were directed eastward to eateb the first ap- 
pearance of the “ lesser light.” Her beauties were veil- 
ed behind a hazy atmosphere, till she had risen ten de- 
grees above the horizon, when she shone forth * appa- 
rent queen of night.” Here and there, a hovering cloud 
occasionally intercepted her rays for a short period, till 
at length, in a cloudless sky, she was beheld by thou- 
sands “* walking in brightness.” Just before 9 o’elock 
an obsenration of light began on her northern limb, and 
gradually advanced. till her whole face assumed a cop- 
per colour. and all was darknessaround her. It is well 
known that the intervention of the earth between the 
sun and moon, oceasions an eclipse of the latter, thus in- 
contestibly proving that all her light is derived solely 
from the sun. 

Here two reflections may naturally oeenr. 

1. How often does a supreme love for the riches, the 
honours, or the pleasures of EARTH, eclipse a character 
which had before been fair and bright, to human inspee- 
tion. Numberless such eclipses occur from time to time 
among the young, through the influence of affections 
which are “ earthly, sensual, devilish.” A youth's repu- 
tation may he bright for years, without attracting much 
notice, while to these eclipses of character, multitudes 
of eyes will presently be attracted: and some will even 
be desiring them, and pleased with events which shrond 
the fairest objects in gloom and darkness. With what 
cireumspection, then, should the young preserve a fair 
reputation, that they may not darken the hopes of dear 
aati and dispense gloom, instead of joy around 
thein, 
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2, As the pious soul derives all her light from the Sun 
of righteoustess, are there not seasoas when the world is 
suffered to obscure this reflected light? How many 
Christians, who have imparted a salutary light for years, 
attract more notice from the world, by one unehristian 
action, than they had ever before received. Eyes were 
watching for their falls, and exulting in them. How 
exceedingly cireumspeet and prayerful should Christians 
be, not to suffer the earth to hide heavenly rays from 
their souls, and thus eause the lovers of darkness rather 
than light, to exult: and perhaps oceasion many to stum- 
ble. and fall, and perish, in consequence of darkness, 
which had they been exemplary, they might have dis- 
pelled. But my feelings this evening are not very fa- 
vourable for moralizing. You will, however, exercise 
your rightful prerogative, print, or not print this trifle, 
as you please. Yours, &e. 








BIBLE CLASS IN BRIDGWATER. 


Mr. Epitror,—Having been requested to furnish some ac- 
count of the Bible Class in my Society, to be published in the 
Monitor, ! readily consent to do it, in hopes that others 
may be excited to a more general and systematic attention 
to the rising generation. 


Tue Bible Class in this Society commenced about the 
first of March last, and eonsists of the youth of both 
sexes from fourteen years of age and upwards, About 
sixty, (these being nearly all the youth in my Society) 
have united in the Class, the most of whom, especially 
the females, have attended with a good degree of pune- 
tnality. The Class meet onee in two weeks, in two di- 
Visions, aad recite from the New-Testament, taking it in 
eourse. We use the edition with reference letfers and 
questions, hy Rev. H. Witsur. A certain portion, one 
or two chapters, is set then fora lesson for each meeting, 
at which all the members of the Class are expected to 
he able to give an answer to the questions proposed im 
the Testament. Most of them prepare their answers i 
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writing. To these answers corrections are given, re- 
marks are made, and other questions are proposed, as 
oceasion and circumstances require or suggest, in order 
to elucidate the passage, and enforce its practical ten- 
deney. Opportunity is also given to any of the Class to 
ask questions on any passage, about which they may 
have any difficulties in their own minds. The meetings 
are opened and closed with prayer, and an address is 
made to the youth from some part of the lesson. 

It is now upwards of four months since the commence- 
ment of this exercise, which instead of losing, has been 
increasing in importance and interest in view of all eon- 
cerned. A means of mutual instruction is thus afforded 
between the Pastor, and the tender, and most interestins 
part of his charge. °'Not only at the regular meetings of 
the Class, but in his pastoral visits, a most convenient 
opportunity is presented to feed the lambs of his flock ; 
for the Bible lesson usually excites some questions, and 
affords a topic of conversation with the young. 

But there are other facts conneeted with the Bible 
Class in this plaee, which ought net to be withheld from 
the publie. God has most evidently owned and blessed 
this means of instruetion. ‘ The word of Ged” has been 
found to be * quiek and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword. piereing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and to 
bea diseerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 
The revival of religion with which this Society has been 
blessed, commenced and has prevailed principally among 
the members of the Bible Class. The first meeting 
which was held for the formation of the Class, was a 
season which can never be forgotten by any who were 
present. The Snirit of God was most evidently with us. 
An unusual seriousness and solemnity were discoverable 
on the countenanees of many of the youth assembled, 
While the nature and design of the Class were explained, 
and especially when they were addressed upon.the im- 
portance of studying the holy Seriptures, and of apply- 
ing the saered truths to the heart and eonseience, And 
at the cluse of the meeting it was found, that almost all 
present were ready to make the solemn and interesting 
inquiry, “ Men and brethren, what shall we do? There 
Was universally a shaking among the dry bones. With- 
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out the least disorder, or any uncommon bodily agita- 
tion, there were almost visible tokens of the striving and 
convincing influences of the Holy Spirit. Many. that 
evening received their first serious impressious. And at 
each succeeding meeting, some were made to feel that 
they were sinners, and needed a change of heart. More 
than three quarters of the Class at the present time en- 
tertain the hope, and give credible evidence, that they 
have been born again. Others are still anxious. Our 
meetings are always solemn and interesting ; and 1 be. 
lieve, have been generally eonsidered as among the most 
useful and important of all the meetings that “have been 
held since the revival commenced among us. 

Such is the character and state of the Bible Class in 
this place, and thus has the Lord hlessed us. I cannot, 
however elose this account without expressing an ardent 
hope, that no Minister will be without a Bible Class, and 
that no youth will fail of aniting in these blessed associ- 
ations. It is never for a moment to be forgotten, that 
the rising generation are the hopes of the future Chureh, 
and from among them are to be taken the lively stones 
which shall constitute the glory of Christ’s spiritual 
temple. Onthem., through the blessing of God, will de- 
oa, the prosperity of pure religion throughout the 
world. Let all Gospel teachers feel that such in fact is 
the case, and under such impressions, let them strive to 
train up the rising generation, And let all the youth in 
our societies feel, also, the same great and momentous 
truth, and prepare to act for God, that they may meet his 
appprobation. 


;, EBENEZER GAY. 
Bridgwater, July 26, 18% 





SELECT ANECDOTES. 


THEMISTOCLES, when a very young man, was observ- 
ed, soon after the famous battle of Marathon, in which 
Miltiades obtained so much glory, to be much alone, very 
pensive, unwilling to attend the usual entertainments, 
and even to wateh whole nights. Being asked by some 
of his friends, what was the cause of all this, he answe!- 
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ed, “ The trophies of Miltiades will not suffer me to 
sleep.” ‘Thus, fired with a love of glory, he became, in 
a few years, the first man in Greece. 

Young Christians, Faith presents to your view far 
greater glories than Greece could bestow on her most 
suecessful heroes. ‘The perishing honours of Miltiades 
and Themistocles, are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory that shall be revealed. Could they forego all 
the pleasures of youth to have their names enrolled in 
the records of fame, and cannot you, by the help. of Al- 
mighty grace, beeome a good soldier of Jesus Christ, in 
hope of obtaining a crown of glory that shall never fade? 








Dvurine the severe frost, in the winter of 1814, a 
gentleman went to take a place at one of the coach effi- 
ces in the eity of London, where he met with a fine nobje 
honest sailor, about six feet high, with a cudgel in his 
hand, blustering vehemently at not being able to proceed 
to Hull. He said he had paid for his place, and did not 
comp:ehend why he should be detained. In vain did 
they remonstrate with him, that, as the roads were so 
had, they could not proceed. He replied, he did not 
eare for roads, or any thing else; he would go; for his 
captain had desired he should join his ship; and he had 
never disobeyed orders in his life, and he never would, 
At length one of the gentlemen belonging to the office 
came forward.— My friend,” said he, “ you must look 
to a higher power than your eaptain. When God Al- 
mighty thinks proper to make a change in the weather, 
you shall go.” “ Ah! ah! if you talk to me about God 
Almighty, I will hear you: that’s another thing. God 
is my captain’s master, and my master, and all our mas- 


ters. Well, weil then, I will stay till God Almighty 
pleases.” ; 








The Elements of Natural Philosophy, and some Mis- 
cellaneous matter intended for this Number, with the 
usual epitome of Missionary intelligence, are necessarily 
deferred. We would remind contributors, that original 
well-written Seripture Biography is adapted to dustruet 
and profit the young. 
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SELECT VERSIFICATION OF PSALM CXXxX. 


Troo sin’s dark depths, my God, to Thee 
1 pour in tears my falt’ring pray’r: 

© hear my cry of agony ; 
O save me, save me trom despair 


For if thy justice should pursue 

Whate’er of guilt thine eye hath known, 
Oh, who could bear the piercing view, 

Or stand before thy awful throne! 


But thou canst burst the two-fold chain 
‘That binds me still to sin and woe ; 
And thou canst cleanse the earthly stain, 

‘Lhat tells my fall before my foe. 


O free me! cleanse me! bid me live! 
And bondage, guilt, and death remove! 
And while I tremble, still forgive ; 
Yor Thou art mercy, Thou art love. 


Then by thy mercy reconciled, 
Boundless, unmerited, and free, 

Saviour! receive thy long-lost child, 
His life, his hope, his all is Thee. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Several new communications have come to hand. “ No. II. 
MrpiTaTIivE Hours” was not received in season for its 
appropriate place in the August Number. Variety in the sub- 
jects intreduced, requires us to reserve for future Numbers 
what might otherwise have been inserted earlier. We hope 
that THe MoNIToR was not commenced without some con- 
viction of the responsibility connected with the influence it 
might exert. But as our patrons and readers increase, we 
feel the responsibility still more strongly. We intreat an in- 
terest in the prayers of the pious, that this publication may 
ever be a PURE stream, making glad the city of God. We 
hope that Associations of Ministers, may do extensively as 
é*oneE” has dont ;—voie that they will contribute to its pages 
and otherwise cordially co-operate in promoting its extens.ve 
usefulness. 

Some Correspondent skilled in Mineralogy, is requested te 
suggest the probable origin of the concrete rock, called “ Pud- 
ding stone.” 





